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Service • Maintenance • Installation
Indoor Air Quality Solutions

760-749-3667
www.AirCraftsHVAC.com

Lic #1024275

We are not comfortable until you are!
10% off Entire Invoice for Service Call - New Clients

38 Years in Valley Center!
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The Valley Center Chamber of Commerce
A Letter From Our 2024 President

Hey VC! 

Letting go. What a choice we have! Every day we have 
choices that could not only influence us individually, but also 
all those who love us. May we be conscious of the words we 
say to folks around us, remembering that we do not know 
what anyone is living through in the moment. We always go 
through rough times at some point in life, it is those trials 
that remind us of who is there when we need a hand to get 
up, and an ear to listen or a heart to love us. 

Some folks talk about resolutions in the New Year, I suggest 
we make resolutions daily, to be better, to love deeper and to 
be considerate to all who are around us. The Valley Center 
Chamber of Commerce is comprised of some of the deep-
est loving, gregarious folks in our town. As we ended 2023 
breaking bread together, we are walking into 2024 wanting 
to bring the community closer as a whole. Striving to know 
our members or the representatives within the businesses that 
strive to have involvement in our small town. Our Morning 
Mixers, monthly Sundowners and other organizations events 
have given us a great opportunity to meet folks on a personal 
level. 

As the Chamber ran with “So You Think You Know VC” 

through the town, the involvement we received was thrilling 
to us as your Chamber Board! We need to give credit where 
due; a local gal suggested this a few years back! Thank 
you! As we decided to bring weekly involvement with the 
Fire Department it has also spread to the Sheriff’s Station. 
The feedback of our town has made it an enjoyable weekly 
event for the Chamber. We have also had a greater involve-
ment from the community with our outreach endeavors. The 
safety campaign was released and spread through the town, 
another local gal from years ago! Thank you! Drive Sober. 
Slow It Down. We Love Our Little Town. 

Being the Chamber President, a local business owner and 
a past student of our amazing school district, I must say 
Thank You to this community. We will always have some 
disagreements, but we are truly VC Strong. May 2024 bring 
us new ventures that turn people toward one another, instead 
of against. The Chamber installation dinner is February 10th 
at Casino Pauma (Thank you Casino Pauma for the Venue)! 
We hope this brings an opportunity to all members and folks 
interested to come out and meet one another. Get involved. 

May this year be better than the last for our town!

Kim Cucinella,  2024 VC Chamber of Commerce President
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See what Valley Center has to offer 
before going elsewhere. You may 

discover some great products and 
services while helping to keep your 
community strong and successful.

~ Purchase a card and gift at a local shop, or

    pick up gift certificates from our local service

    providers.

~ Visit a local nursery or hardware store for your

   gardening needs

~ Get your car serviced by a local mechanic

Local
Keep It

-Keep it Local-

Call For Our Latest
Customer Specials!

We are the only Local Propane Company, serving Valley
Center from Valley Center.

> FREE installation of a Kamps 250 gal. or larger tank.
> FREE leak and safety inspection.
> Are you interested in convenient cylinder exchange for your
BBQ or RV?

*Call For More Details 760-749-9153*
Proud Member of the Valley Center Chamber of Commerce

and Supporter of VCHS Athletics!

OUR MISSION
LOCATE. YOUR. CHILD.

At no charge to families, we volunteer to 
assist parents and law enforcement to locate 
missing, runaway and exploited children – the 
groups most vulnerable to sexual trafficking. 
For victims of sexual exploitation, we assist in 
procuring legal representation, safe housing, 
and rehabilitative therapy. We also provide 
assistance to high risk juvenile shelters to 
protect children from further exploitation by 
pimps and predators.

info@savedinamerica.org
P.O. Box 1469 • Valley Center, CA 92082

by Don R. Martin

Once again, our fearless leaders have led us down 
an uncertain path regarding the future of electric 
vehicles.

While listening to a recent radio segment on 
KPBS, the pro EV enthusiasts shared a lot of pos-
itive insights about mining, recycling, and charg-
ing, among other topics.

When asked about mining and how it differs from mining for 
other resources, all I heard was that it wasn’t like traditional min-

ing. What does that mean? I’m not sure; perhaps I 
missed some details from the radio segment.

The Swedish carmaker Volvo recently announced 
that the carbon emissions required to produce its 
all-electric vehicle are 70% higher than its gaso-
line equivalent. Volvo says that its all-electric 
car would need to be driven up to 68,000 miles 
before it breaks even on carbon emissions. And 
you are back to square one if you have to replace 
a battery.

Furthermore, how will we handle the disposal or recycling of 

EVs: Putting the Cart Before the Horse
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K-9 Mobile Pet Grooming
Professional Pet Grooming • Fully Equipped Mobile Salon

Call Gina For Appointment  • 760-749-0911

Making your pets clean and happy since 2004! K9MobileGroomService.com

Since 2004

“We Come to You!”

all this toxic waste at the end of its life? The lady on the ra-
dio mentioned that there are currently hundreds of companies 
working on addressing this issue.

I believe the price of these EVs will need to decrease signifi-
cantly before they become affordable for most people. I don’t 
consider $50k affordable.

It does make sense that people who drive EVs are likely using 
them for commuting and plugging them in at home for the next 
day. But what about road trips?

Although I haven’t delved into this topic extensively, I do won-
der about the performance of these vehicles in extremely hot 
places like Phoenix, as well as their performance in extremely 
cold places like Minnesota during the winter.

Lithium-ion batteries utilize flammable materials that can re-
sult in fires or “thermal runaway,” a chain reaction that may 
lead to fire or even catastrophic explosions. Can you drive 
them during a thunder storm?

During the radio segment, they discussed plans to install more 
charging stations at locations where people spend time, such as 
restaurants and grocery stores. Additionally, battery charging 
times are decreasing, which should reduce waiting times. This 
seems reasonable, but what about road trips?

Speaking of roads, these batteries are quite heavy. How will 
the additional weight impact our roads? California already 

struggles with a crumbling road system.

As an automotive repair professional, I can’t help but consider 
how the extra weight of these vehicles will affect components 
like wheel bearings, brakes, and all suspension parts. More-
over, the quality of car parts has declined, and it’s not uncom-
mon for me to replace a faulty part long before the warranty 
expires. While it’s great that I get the new part for free, I still 
have to spend time replacing the defective one.

On average, an EV weighs 1,000 lbs more than its gasoline 
counterpart. Imagine adding that much weight to every car in 
California. The Highway Patrol estimates 1,500 accidents per 
day. When the majority of cars on the road are EVs, one can 
only imagine the kind of damage that an extra 1,000 lbs will 
cause. We can expect the impact force to be much greater, re-
sulting in more severe damage to all vehicles involved.

Finally, here’s my personal opinion regarding this EV push. 
I don’t believe it will save us from climate change. Nothing 
can achieve that unless a giant comet alters our solar system’s 
position within the Milky Way to where it was 1,000 years 
ago. The only outcome I foresee from EVs is further enriching 
the wealthy. I hope these concerns were thoroughly considered 
prior to the widespread production of EVs.

Let’s save the planet even if it kills us!

Don has been repairing vehicles since the early 80’s.
Visit his Youtube channel Don’s Garage in VC.
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Valley Center
Vehicle Registration Services
LIC #80175

Registration Renewals • Title Transfers
Stickers • License Plates • And More!
Phone: 760.749.2383
Email: Info@vcvrs.com
Website: www.vcvrs.com
27357 Valley Center Rd. • Valley Center, CA 92082

(760) 933-7174
marsi@carrfamily.com

www.carrfamily.com

OFFERING REMOTE MUSIC LESSONS

Keyboard, Guitar, Violin,
Banjo, Sax & Flute Lessons

We are following all Covid safety guidelines.

Local
Keep

It

PUBLISHING

INSIDE PAGES
Ad Size
Business Card Ad (3.6” x 1.6”) $35
1/6 Page (3.6” x 3.15”) $65
1/4 Page (3.6” x 4.87”) $100
1/2 Page (7.5” x 4.87”) $200
Full Page (7.5” x 10”) $375

COVER PAGES
Ad Size
1/4 Page (3.6” x 4.87”) $150
1/2 Page (7.5” x 4.87”) $250
Full Page (7.5” x 10”) $400

ONLINE BANNER AD, LINKED TO YOUR WEBSITE
$15 PER AD PER QUARTER WITH YOUR PRINT AD

ONLINE ONLY: $15 PER MONTH

Call Lisa Scarpello for more information
760.300.5526 • Lisascarpello@aol.com

ADVERTISING 
RATES

John Yeager
19 Years in VC • 760-436-8300 Cell

Free Three Bureau Credit Report with Fico Scores
NMLS #219612

Licensed by the Dept. of Corporations under the CA Res. Mtg. Lending Act.

Brandon Strausbaugh,
CPCU, CIC
LIC #OG69435

Toll Free: 866.598.9368 Ext. 116
Phone: 760.749.2493
Fax: 760.913.6074
Email: brandon@pvins.com

QUICK QUOTES ONLINE AT:
www.pvins.com
P.O. Box 1530 • Valley Center, CA • 92082

760-644-7541

CUSTOM EXCAVATING & GRADING FOR
HOMESITES • ROADS • PONDS • DRAINAGE ISSUES
“In Valley Center for 56 Years . . . Since 1962”

MBM@McDonaldWestern.com
•WESTERN HEAVY EQUIPMENT RENTALS•
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Before going down the hill, 
use your local businesses 

and service providers.

Local
Keep It

Specializing in:
Lipo Laser • Massage
Detox • Weight Loss

Essential Oil Therapies
“Lunch Time” Facelift
Esthetician Services

by appointment

28714 Valley Center Rd., #G
In the Courtyard.

760.419.3550               www.YourPTW.com

PATH to WELLNESS
Healing Center & Spa

“We will open the book. Its pages are 
blank. We are going to put words on them 
ourselves. The book is called Opportunity 
and its first chapter is New Year’s Day.”

~Edith Lovejoy Pierce

“Never underestimate the power you have 
to take your life in a new direction.”

~Germany Kent

“If you’re brave enough to say goodbye, 
life will reward you with a new hello.”

~Paulo Coehlo

“Life is change. Growth is optional. Choose 
wisely.”

~Karen Kaiser Clark

“If you don’t like something, change it. If 
you can’t change it, change your attitude.”

~Maya Angelou

Valley Center

Nursery

Nursery Hours:
Mon: 10:00am - 5:00pm

Tue: CLOSED
Wed - Fri: 10:00am - 5:00pm

Sat: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun: 10:00am - 3:00pm

29115 Valley Center Rd.
Behind Country Junction Deli

760-749-0577
ValleyCenterNursery.com

Garden Decor
Perennials, Annuals & Trees

Succulents & Cactus
Special Orders

If we don’t have it, we will find it for you!

Your Friendly Hometown Nursery




