
THE
McQUEEN MANX
AND THE MOVIE THAT WAS NEVER MADE

Believed to be
the only existing prop
for lost epic Yucatan.





What’s Inside
Paperwork That Came with the Buggy

So how did a regular guy like Don Martin end up with a dune buggy, that according to our research 
and the documentation in this book, is believed to be built for Steve McQueen. Furthermore, it is the 
opinion of a McQueen biographer that this buggy was intended for a movie called Yucatan.

They say there are six degrees of separation, where you can be connected to anyone on the planet 
in just six steps - maybe fewer.

Steve McQueen / Solar Plastics Engineering
Don Mitchell
Don Graves
Wally Everly
Don Martin

This book has been created for informational purposes to show the documentation that for decades, 
has been sitting in a garage with the buggy.

2  Introduction & Contact Information

3  Original Inquiry from Don Martin (owner) to Don Graves 
(previous owner) Regarding the Buggy’s Origin

4  Solar Plastics Engineering’s (McQueen’s Company) Letter    
to Pete Condos of Con-Ferr Ordering the Buggy

6  Con-Ferr’s Hand-Written Work Order, Item 5 Mentions that 
the transmission is as per request - Steve McQueen

8  Floor Pan Receipt from Monte Carlo Auto Parts, Note on 
Side says “Dune Buggy - McQueen”

9  Bill of Sale Floor Pan with VIN # Matching Buggy’s

10  Solar Plastics Engineering Insignia Molded on Fuel Tank

12  Check from Solar Plastics Engineering to Deano’s Dyno 
Soars Referencing Steve McQueen’s Engine.

13  Check Paying Balance Due on Steve McQueen’s Motor

14  Invoice #6072 from Con-Ferr to Solar Automotive for 
Experimental Dune Buggy

15  Check #1606 for Partial Payment of Invoice #6072 on 
Page 14

16  Invoice from Solar Plastics Selling Buggy to Don Mitchell

17  Bill of Sale from Don Mitchell to Don Graves for Engine Only

18  Bill of Sale from Con-Ferr to Don Graves for Buggy with    
VIN # and Pete Condos Signature

19  Email from Gary Gastelu of FoxNews.com Regarding his 
Conversation with McQueen Biographer and a List of Other 
Articles of Interest

20  A Timeline as Best as We Can Tell
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Don Graves (left) & Don Martin (owner of the buggy).
The paperwork in this booklet confirms Steve McQueen
had this buggy built in 1969.

As far as we know, there are only 3 
McQueen Manxs, all built by Pete 
Condos of Con-Ferr. Two were made 
for the movie “The Thomas Crown 
Affair” built for and owned by United 
Artists. It is believed that McQueen 
personally had this buggy built for 
himself and Solar Productions to be in 
his blockbuster hit called “Yucatan”. 

Don Graves (left) purchased the 
buggy from Don Mitchell, McQueen’s 
head mechanic. Don Martin (right), 
owner of the McQueen Manx, has 
known Mr. Graves for 47 years, and 
remembers riding in the buggy when 
he was just 13-years-old.

Don Graves is one of the founding 
fathers of Kawasaki North America, 
and over a beer and a handshake 
created the Kawasaki green color 
scheme. He was in numerous off-
road races that McQueen raced as 
well.  He is a very modest man. It is 
the opinion of many that he never 
received the credit he deserved for his 
contributions to the off-road industry.

Don Martin interviewed Don Graves 
in 2017, Among other things, he 
discusses his career with Kawasaki, how 
he knew Steve McQueen and how he 
came into posession of the buggy.

If you would like a copy of the 
interview or would like to comment on 
the information in this book, please 
contact us at donutd@msn.com.
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The email that started our 
investigation into the origins of the 
buggy.
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Solar Plastics Engineering letter to
Pete Condos of Con-Ferr, ordering the 
buggy.

Solar Plastics Engineering was a 
division of Solar Productions, and were 
both Steve McQueen’s companies.
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Con-Ferr’s hand-written work order.

There are several documents in this book that mention Steve McQueen 
and the fact that the buggy was made for him. Those references have 
been highlighted with a red box and are on pages 6, 8, 12 and 13.
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Bill of Sale for floorpan. Note on the side
says “Dune Buggy - McQueen”
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Receipt for floorpan of the 1968 vw bug 
used to build the McQueen Manx, with 
VIN number which matches the one on 
our buggy.
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The Solar Plastics Engineering insignia is molded into gas tank.
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The Solar Plastics Engineering insignia is molded into gas tank.
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Check from Solar Plastics Engineering
to Deano’s Dyno Soars.

In the description it says the check is for
Partial Payment for Steve McQueen engine.
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Check from Solar Plastics Engineering
to Deano’s Dyno Soars.

In the description it says it is for the motor
for Steve McQueen’s Dune Buggy.
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An invoice from Con-Ferr Mfg. to
Solar Automotive.
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A cancelled check for partial 
payment of invoice #6072 on 
previous page.



~ 14 ~

An invoice from Con-Ferr Mfg. to
Solar Automotive.

~ 15 ~

A cancelled check for partial 
payment of invoice #6072 on 
previous page.
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Invoice from Solar Plastics Engineering, 
selling the buggy to Don Mitchell, 
McQueen’s mechanic.
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Bill of Sale from Don Mitchell, selling the 
engine to Don Graves.
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Invoice from Solar Plastics Engineering, 
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Bill of Sale from Don Mitchell, selling the 
engine to Don Graves.
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Separate Bill of Sale from Pete Condos of 
Con-Ferr, selling the buggy to Don Graves.
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Email from Gary Gastelu of FoxNews.com,
who wrote an article about the buggy
learning from McQueen biographer Marshall Terrill
that the buggy was likely meant for McQueen’s
lost epic “Yucatan”, which was set to be the biggest blockbuster ever.

Exclusive: Steve McQueen-linked dune buggy may be a stunt 
car from his unfinished epic film ‘Yucatan’
by Gary Gastelu, | Fox News | July 20, 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/auto/exclusive-steve-mcqueen-linked-dune-
buggy-may-be-a-stunt-car-from-his-unfinished-epic-film-yucatan

Other articles of interest:

Steve McQueen’s Dream Movie Wakes Up With a Vrooom!
By PAUL CULLUMMAY 14, 2006

https://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/14/movies/14cull.html

Couple uncovers proof that they own a genuine
Steve McQueen car
By DAVID ROSS | on August 26, 2018

https://www.valleycenter.com/articles/couple-uncovers-proof-that-they-own-
a-genuine-steve-mcqueen-car/
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A timeline as best as we can tell.

	 March 4, 1969	 Solar Plastics Engineering orders buggy.

	 March 11, 1969	 Solar Plastics Engineering makes partial payment.

	 March 11, 1969	 Motor ordered from Dino’s Dino Soars

	 March 31, 1969	 Con-Ferr pays Monte Carlo Auto Parts for pan

	 April 1, 1969	 Bill of Sale for floor pan.

	 April 3, 1969	 Final payment on motor.

	 October 17, 1969	 Partial payment for buggy check 1606 for $1,000.

	 October 28, 1969	 Final payment for buggy check 1757 for $3,159.82.

	 June 17, 1970	 Buggy sold to Don Mitchell

	 July 10, 1970	 Don Mitchell sells buggy to Don Graves

	 1969-1970	 McQueen writes “Yucatan” over this two year period
		  according to biographer Marshall Terrill mentioned in
		  FoxNews.com article






