





So how did a regular guy like Don Martin end up with a dune buggy, that according to our research
and the documentation in this book, is believed to be built for Steve McQueen. Furthermore, it is the
opinion of a McQueen biographer that this buggy was intended for a movie called Yucatan.

They say there are six degrees of separation, where you can be connected to anyone on the planet

in just six steps - maybe fewer,

Steve McQueen / Solar Plastics Engineering
Don Mitchell

Don Graves

Wally Everly

Don Martin

This book has been created for informational purposes to show the documentation that for decades,

has been sitting in a garage with the buggy.

What's Inside
Paperwork That Came with the Buggy

2 Infroduction & Contact Information

3 Original Inquiry from Don Martin (owner) o Don Graves
(previous owner) Regarding the Buggy's Origin

4 Solar Plastics Engineering’s (McQueen’s Company) Letter
to Pete Condos of Con-Ferr Ordering the Buggy

6 Con-Ferr's Hand-Written Work Order, Item 5 Mentions that
the tfransmission is as per request - Steve McQueen

8 Floor Pan Receipt from Monte Carlo Auto Parts, Note on
Side says "Dune Buggy - McQueen”

9 Bill of Sale Floor Pan with VIN # Matching Buggy’s
10 Solar Plastics Engineering Insignia Molded on Fuel Tank

12 Check from Solar Plastics Engineering to Deano’s Dyno
Soars Referencing Steve McQueen's Engine.

13 Check Paying Balance Due on Steve McQueen's Motor

14 Invoice #6072 from Con-Ferr to Solar Automotive for
Experimental Dune Buggy

15 Check #1606 for Partial Payment of Invoice #6072 on
Page 14

16 Invoice from Solar Plastics Selling Buggy fo Don Mitchell
17 Bill of Sale from Don Mitchell to Don Graves for Engine Only

18 Bill of Sale from Con-Ferr to Don Graves for Buggy with
VIN # and Pete Condos Signature

19 Email from Gary Gastelu of FoxNews.com Regarding his
Conversation with McQueen Biographer and a List of Other
Articles of Interest

20 ATimeline as Best as We Can Tell



Don Graves (left) & Don Martin (owner of the buggy).
The paperwork in this booklet confirms Steve McQueen
had this buggy built in 1969.

As far as we know, there are only 3
McQueen Manxs, all built by Pete
Condos of Con-Ferr, Two were made
for the movie “The Thomas Crown
Affair’ built for and owned by United
Artists. It is believed that McQueen
personally had this buggy built for
himself and Solar Productions to be in
his blockbuster hit called “Yucatan”.

Don Graves (left) purchased the
buggy from Don Mitchell, McQueen's
head mechanic. Don Martin (right),
owner of the McQueen Manx, has
known Mr. Graves for 47 years, and
rememibers riding in the buggy when
he was just 13-years-old.

Don Graves is one of the founding
fathers of Kawasaki North America,
and over a beer and a handshake
created the Kawasaki green color
scheme. He was in numerous off-
road races that McQueen raced as
well. He is a very modest man. It is
the opinion of many that he never
received the credit he deserved for his
contributions to the off-road industry.

Don Martin interviewed Don Graves

in 2017, Among other things, he
discusses his career with Kawasaki, how
he knew Steve McQueen and how he
came into posession of the buggy.

If you would like a copy of the
interview or would like to comment on
the information in this book, please
contact us at donutd@msn.com.
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Re: dune buggy - DON MARTIN https://outlook live. /Pviewmodel=Read| Ttemdlte,

Re: dune buggy

Don Graves |

Wed 5/17/2017 12:43 PM
Inbox

Hi Don,

I bought the Dune Buggy from Steve McQueen's machanic.Don Mitchell. He worked for me at Honda and
Kawasaki. He said that he built the Buggy for McQueen to use in a movie the he was going to produce, but never
did. McQueen had it for a couple of years and finally agree to sell it to me. Don Delivered

it to me in Valley Center. | have no information as to who McQueen got it from, or if he ever transferred it to his
name. | do not remember if | ever tried

to register it 727. 1 did not like it because it had a VW auto trans in it. At one of the Baja races | ran into McQueen
and he ask if | ever got the Buggy running/

So | guess he knew he did have it at one time. | have lost touch with Don Mitchell several years ago so can't get
ahold of him. When | sold it to Wally | told him

all | knew about the buggy.

How about the Ranger over at the Bee factory? What's happening with it/
don

On Tuesday, May 186, 2017 10:56 AM, DON MARTIN <DONUTD@msn.com> wrote:

Hay Don ended up with a buggy that used to belong to a "Don graves” LOL LOL looks like you bought it
from CON-FERR | guess they were in with mayers ?. When you get a chance could you wright out the
history behind the buggy and did it ever belong to Steve Mcqueen. thanks Don

5/17/17, 3:32 PM

The email that started our
investigation into the origins of the

buggy.




‘March 4, 1969

Mr. Pete Condos
CON-FERR, INC,

300 N, Victory Blvd.
Burbank, Calif, 91502

Re: Dune Buggy VW Powered (Myers Manx Type).
Dear Pete:

Please regard the following as a basic outline for the Dune Buggy I wmeationed
to you in our phone conversation the other day. The equipment neceasary for

- the wvehicle is as follows:

-1, All white body - stock Myers Manx type.
2, Plastic top, white exterior, removable.

. 3, Paint interior of plastic hood and car, beige.
a Paint wheel wells inside fender, beige,

4, Standard windsheild for dune buggies, tinted glass, with.
plastic side wings adjustable on windsheild,

5, Front bucket seats will be supplied by Solar Plastics, beige. :

" 6. ﬁesdlights and stoplights to be affixed to pass all state
legal and registration fees and requirements.

~ 7. Power plant should be VW, approximately 85 HP, no muffler,

8. Widest tires possible mounted on front and rear to pass street
gafty standards as well as to be useful in sand and rough surfaces.

9, Mag wheels 15" will be supplied by Solar Plastics Engineering Co.

10, All accessoriés-and attachments including rear view mirror; should
be applied to comply with street legal laws. We will discuss any
refinements or details following your receipt of this letter.

11, Radio and speakers will be added following completion of car.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE . PLANT " L BUSINESS & FACTORY

Suite 500 ' 14732 Oxnard Street o 14756 % Oxnard Street
10203 Santa Monica Boulevard Van Nuys California 91401 . Van Nuys California 91401
Los Angeles California 80067 (213) 873-5685 (213) 785-2164

{213} 277-9711 o
. DIVISION OF SOLAR PRODUCTIONS, ING, -




Pete, I believe the afore-mentioned echo
. ' the details that basically are
required for this dune buggy. Any others that you way be famililry;ith

that I haven't mentioned please feal free to call we at any time to resolve

Of course the “Buggy" muat be sanitary and wechanicallly sound.

Attached £induP,0, #1892, and check for $1,000,00 as down Ppayment
+

Sincerely
Cotenr
S, Jord

L3/ed . Vice President

Solar Plastics Engineering letter o
Pete Condos of Con-Ferr, ordering the

buggy.

Solar Plastics Engineering was a
division of Solar Productions, and were
both Steve McQueen’s companies.
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Con-Ferr's hand-written work order.

There are several documents in this book that mention Steve McQueen
and the fact that the buggy was made for him. Those references have
been highlighted with a red box and are on pages 6, 8, 12 and 13.
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Bill of Sale for floorpan. Note on the side
says "Dune Buggy - McQueen”
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BILL OF SALE
For the sum of._ZM = A& D T Dolle
($_ =) and/or other valuable consideration, the receipt of whic
is hareby ocknowledged, 1/we did sell, transfer and deliver to ;
2 A (Buyer)

on moéduy of_%&a__._.Wé:Z my/our right, title and interest
in and to the following described vehicle:

ﬁé’ Aéﬂ/" b1 Identification Noﬁl&i é‘iﬁ’___
Typ:_.__....‘z.?}______ CyiindnmLNumbar_.X___.__,_

1/We cortify under penclty of perjury 1/we cs lowlul o (s) of said vehicle, have the
P right 1o sell same, that I/we worrant and will defand the fitle 1o the vehicle ogaimt the
cloims and démonds of oll perons wh pt the fienholder noted below, and
| that said vehiclo is fres from all liens and incumbrances except lien * in faver of .
e .- X i o lehalder
T gy
3 ’ ﬂl)ﬁﬂ A : Wetar Vehiches will
: W Y aasme Ulle 1 Sicar.
ACDRESS ciTy STATE -
i Signed this_/__ doy of

Ty »yiis

NO 34-C HAITON ENTERFRSECS FHONE 0876 SANTA FE SPRING CALIF, \

Receipt for floorpan of the 1968 vw bug
used to build the McQueen Manx, with
VIN number which matches the one on
our buggy.



The Solar Plastics Engineering insignia is molded into gas tank.
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4 _ SoLar Prastics ENGINEERING Co. 2991
e 10203 SANTA MONIGA BLVD., SUITE 500
LOS ANGELES, OALIFORNIA 20067
Harch 11, €3 80-ztug
DEANOD DY0 SOARS ING. GoC.co

& SCCTRTD ATD UY

SECURITY PACIFIC NATIONAL BANK E
Century City Branch
1901 Ave. of the Stars, Los Angales, Calif. 90067

SOLAR PLASTICS ENGINEERING == P

| NOT NEGOTIABLE
i Hh223wdSA5H 259 003 LOOw

SoLAR PLASTICS ENGINCERING Ca.

| LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

3 EMPLOYEE

1 S W S 6 GeTions

§ PERIOD FOTAL TOTAL

; overme soges | yeroLona ucTioN [ MET PAY
i PEE e | wm | gEsnm | prme | eddees |50 oo | aa =

;i ]

4

DISTRIBLTIONS.
ACCT, NO, AMGLINT

Check from Solar Plastics Engineering
to Deano’s Dyno Soars.

In the description it says the check is for
Partial Payment for Steve McQueen engine.
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SaLar ~LAZTICS ENGINEERING 0. 3094
T 10205 SANTA M NICA ELVD., SUITE 500
LOS AMGELEE, CALIFORNIA 90067

Ri.. ~ April s, gs 202808

in V&S

DEALOS DIN0 SOARS INC. S40.47
57

NINE WUNDRED AND FORTY AND GO

! SEGURITY PACIFIC NATIONAL BANK 5
{ Century City Branch
{ 1901 Ave. of the Stars, Los Angeles, Calif. 80067

SBLAR PLASTIGE ENINEERING GO,
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA gaoﬁ ﬁ 1 a

ewriovee
fanninos A} Eio s TionE
s .,,..J e | oo | ovomes i ,:,,"‘u;,‘:,"];mz-:ﬂ':; soe - |orotcrinns | MET Ry
1 T
i | |
DaTE | DESCRIPTIGN AMOUNT AGTT. “l:mluunnn:wum
]
| 54369 Balsnce of total $1540.47 for motor for Steve $9k0.47
{ HeQueeus" Dume Buggy.
|
i ' TR oo

Check from Solar Plastics Engineering
to Deano’s Dyno Soars.

In the description it says it is for the motor
for Steve McQueen’'s Dune Buggy.
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FREIGHT ON

LABOR=REVIGED=HET

e Jq..ﬁf"lv

poz agrsoment Nre PeJe Condos &
Doss not include

any enginoering oy consoltation
by monagonent o enginaozing dopt.

0% % T INVOICE
{ 2 6072
!| w LY
i DATE
1 300 HEGETH VICTORY SEVD, + BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91502 S o'-"ﬂptﬂﬂbSl’ 9y 1569
8 Telophaonast 5482020 * 649-3554
j OUR 10B NO.
‘ s0ib To SHIP TO:
{
|
1
i ViA:
‘1' RESALE [ TAXABLE "’""ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁgﬁ%&
i QUANTITY DESCRIPTION WEIGHT PRI PRICE EACH TOTAL
i ERCE Sor |
EXPERICENTAL DURE BUGCY,. CHASSIS &
CORPONENTS L2
¥ Flnf'T"ﬂ::LE ATTACHED LIST 2321.86
STATE SALES TAX 116,05
WIETEL

PARTS

50,00
2457411

b 1145.40

%@6 61 Zend
= ot "Wy et
7 AN
%
|
t
K
-,\ EEiL s |-
i 3 AR HEAOOIERR AU AN f
‘l\ \ A discount of $f_____.___wll[ be ullowed [Epald:- by s toncie =2 b f
4 Pt " Mnr;handlu may not be relurned withaut prior written permission.
;\ 10% restocking chorge on oll returned merchondise,
\ Transporlafion on Returned Goods must be prepaid,

An invoice from Con-Ferr Mfg. to
Solar Aufomotive.
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i DATE TNVOICE AMOUNT

i ra sz e & 2 90-1487
] SOLAR PLASTICS ENGINEERING COMPANY o
14756/ OXNARD STREET  (213) 785-2164
VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 91401 1606
pay HESUNTQ OO0 QO cTs i
UATE_:‘ nm- ey mu.. DISCOUNT § CHECK AMOLNT

i ek o e gt P L? | /]ﬂ @g|e | /]:ru:ﬁ|z»’ff

] »
THe DRoER Y ; )/
% % - ;‘.-, A ')/'—r,."-':f : z . : '_.L. ¥ 7
% SECURITY PACIFIC NATI DNA/Lnnmx?o'l'vmmn B Bovarly ;;a—w- Brﬂ\nh
D431 OLYMPIC BLVD. BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 80212
. e
J . LLdgdm Ll.,&'jl"DSQn 0 L BLLue +0000 000040
A cancelled check for partial
payment of invoice #6072 on
previous page.
8 B oI
£ PONEI Y O 13 d 80.1487
s 1223

SOLAR PL‘RST]CS ENGINEERING COMPANY
14756Y% OXNARD STREET  (212) 785-2168
VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 91401 ] 1757

:“31"’5 q,:foasa-«s)rrs Dollars

DISCOUNT | CHECK AMOUNT

AREE

LT
THE ORDER
oF

e

: e en
e S Lot e LR, s
I
SECURITY PACIFIC NATIONAL BANK Olympic & Beverly Drive Branch "
8431 OLYNPIC BLVD. BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF, 50212 '
R e e
- - b

A -.:.aea-uzt.s'.'-.l:;sﬁm 004 BLLI #0000345q8a"
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SOLAR PLASTICS ENGINEERING COMPANY, INC, NO 4087
147562 OXNARD STREET = VAN NUYS, CALIF. 91401 ¥
PHONE (213) 785-2164
Page 1._Of !
6 Tl S =
Don Mitchell
Sold ship
To To
= I i
INVOICE DATE OQUR ORDER NO. }CUSTOMER ORDER NO. |5ALE$MJIN |TERMS
| 6717/ 70 ; MSK | Cash Sale
DATE SHIFPED |swPPED VIA T s R T |SHIFPED i
6/17/70 | WEpIGEYE 0 aNew L ] el okt
ITEM %l'::):::g i QSI:“T;:::;Y | D:gﬂ‘ﬁ t PART NO. DESCRIPTION ‘ UNIT PRICE AMOUNT
1 | 1 1 Dune Bugay $2,500 $2,500.00
| | |
\ 3 ‘
‘ [ Sale subject to terms and ggreement ‘
{ per attached release. ‘
| |
' |
| I ‘
| |
| L]

Original Inveice

PLEASE PAY BY INVOICE

WEIBE PRINTING * VAN NUYS

CLAIMS AND RETURNS: CLAIMS FOR SHORTAGE OR REJECTION FOR DEFECTS MUST BE MADE IN WRITING WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER RECEIPT
OF PARTS. RETURN MUST BE MADE ONLY WITH PRIOR WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION.

Invoice from Solar Plastics Engineering,
selling the buggy to Don Mitchell,
McQueen's mechanic.



BILL OF SALE

For the sum of Three hundred dollars
€3 300,00 ) and/or other valuable consideration,
the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 1/we did sell,
transfer and celiver to
Don Graves (Buyer)

on the 10 day of July 1970 , my/our right, title and
interest in and to the following described vehicle:

Make Volks Identification number 2K

Body type x Cylinders 4 Model # Fng. only

1/We certify under penalty of perjury 1/we as lawful owner (s) of
s&a'd vehicle, have the right to sell same, that 1/we warrant and
will defend thz title to the vehicle against the claims and demands
of all persons whomsoever except the. lienholder noted below, and
that said vehizle is free from all liens and incumbrances except
lien* in favor of . ; 5

NONE *If no lienhold :r
Lienholder shown in this space
" the Departme t of
Address City ~ State Motor Vehicl :s will

assume title ¢lear
Signed this 10 dayof July 19_70

; e
Signatu~-e of i ) 2 /
Sellor Don Mitchell, J//'-’ M/
yar #

14756 1/2 Oxnard.Street, é\n Nuys, Ca.
Address City State

Bill of Sale from Don Mitchell, selling the
engine to Don Graves.
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BILL OF SALE_

For the sum of Five hundred dollars
(% 500.00 } and/or other vaiuvable consideration,
the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, |/we did sell,
transfer and daliver to

[on Graves (Buyer)

on the 12 day of __Tyly 12 79, my our right, title and
interast in and to the following described vehiclo:

Make 1968 Volks Identification number  11BG2562E

Body type _ Sedan Cylinders 4 Modal# X
1/%a cartily usder penalty of perjury [fwe s lawful owner (8) of
said vehicle, save the right to sell same, that | /we warrant and
will defend the title to the vehicle against the claims and demands
of all persons whomsoever except the lienhslder noted below, and
that said vehicle {s frea from all licns and noumbrances except
lien® in favor of

HWONE *If no lienholde
Lienholdar shown in this pace
the Departrment of
Addross City Stato i Motor Vehiclen will

~askume title clear

/7

| 1870 S/
Signed this _ 12 day o July +70 4

Signature of f,h 5
Sello- CON-FERR, IME. - 57
o g g =
300 North Victory Blvd., Burbank, Ca.
Addross City Stale

Separate Bill of Sale from Pete Condos of
Con-Ferr, selling the buggy to Don Graves.
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RE: McQueen's Manx Photos Attached //mail.aol il-std/en-us/PrintMi

From: Gastelu, Gary <Gary.Gastelu@FOXNEWS.COM>
To| T —
Subject; RET McQueen's Manx Photos Attached
: Wed, Jul 18, 2018 6:27 am ) T~

——

Sorry, story has gotten a little delayed, but for the best.

Learned from a McQueen biographer yesterday that the car was likely meant for McQueen's lost epic “Yucatan
which was set to be the biggest blockbuster ever before getting shelved when Le Mans flopped and put Solar out
of business,

You may have the only existing “prop” from that project.

Email from Gary Gastelu of FoxNews.com,

who wrote an article about the buggy

learning from McQueen biographer Marshall Terrill

that the buggy was likely meant for McQueen's

lost epic “Yucatan”, which was set to be the biggest blockbuster ever.

Exclusive: Steve McQueen-linked dune buggy may be a stunt
car from his unfinished epic film *Yucatan’
by Gary Gastelu, | Fox News | July 20, 2018

https://www.foxnews.com/auto/exclusive-steve-mcgueen-linked-dune-
buggy-may-be-a-stunt-car-from-his-unfinished-epic-film-yucatan

Other articles of interest:

Steve McQueen’s Dream Movie Wakes Up With a Vrooom!
By PAUL CULLUMMAY 14, 2006

https://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/14/movies/14cull.html

Couple uncovers proof that they own a genuine
Steve McQueen car
By DAVID ROSS | on August 26, 2018

https://www.valleycenter.com/articles/couple-uncovers-proof-that-they-own-
a-genuine-steve-mcqueen-car/




A timeline as best as we can fell.

March 4, 1969
March 11, 1969
March 11, 1969
March 31, 1969

April 1, 1969

April 3, 1969
October 17, 1969
October 28, 1969
June 17, 1970
July 10, 1970

1969-1970

Solar Plastics Engineering orders buggy.

Solar Plastics Engineering makes partial payment.
Motor ordered from Dino’s Dino Soars

Con-Ferr pays Monte Carlo Auto Parts for pan

Bill of Sale for floor pan.

Final payment on motor.

Partial payment for buggy check 1606 for $1,000.
Final payment for buggy check 1757 for $3,159.82.
Buggy sold to Don Mitchell

Don Mitchell sells buggy to Don Graves

McQueen writes “Yucatan” over this two year period
according to biographer Marshall Terrill mentioned in
FoxNews.com article
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